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29 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Welcome to the start of the 2021 Academic Year. A very special welcome to all the new families joining 
us for the first time! Despite the current educational landscape, it is our great pleasure to wish you all a 
long and happy association with the BPS family. 
 
Due to the unexpected, rapid surge in Covid infections across South Africa, the start of the school year 
has been delayed, and learners will only return on 15 February 2021. We have received certain 
directives from the National Education Department, as well as from the WCED, and will share those with 
you in this letter. However, we await further clarity on other matters. As always, details will be 
communicated to you as soon as possible. 
 
According to the National Gazette 44096, dated 22 January 2021, all learners return to school on the 
15th, with no phased-in approach. Further directives received from the Head of Education (WCED) 
indicate that Covid-19 safety protocols must be adhered to. This includes adequate physical social 
distancing, permission for learners with comorbidities to continue learning from home, as well as 
permission for the opening of Aftercare facilities. 
 
Alternate Day Timetable: 
After careful and thorough consultation with our School Governing Body and our Leadership Team, BPS 
has made the decision to use the Alternate Day Timetable when our learners return. Considering the 
logistics, i.e. our physical school capacity, the physical size of our classrooms, and extra venues required, 
it would be impossible to accommodate all 730 learners in full classes and still adhere to the correct 
social distancing measures and protocols. Our hope is that we will be able to bring all learners back to 
school at full capacity as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
School Uniform: 
As communicated last year, all learners will return to school wearing their Summer School Uniform. This 
is important as it gives us a semblance of normality and fosters a sense of identity that reflects the BPS 
ethos, of which we are so proud. On the days when learners have Physical Education, they may come to 
school wearing their P.E uniforms.  
At this stage, we are unsure as to whether school sport and/or extra-murals will be allowed. 
 
The Uniform Shop will be open daily (9:00 – 13:00) from 2 February, and on Saturday 6 February  
(9:00 – 12:00). Please use the opportunity to purchase any items of uniform required. Due to our strict 
adherence to protocols, we request that only one parent accompany each learner needing to visit the 
shop.  Only two customers will be allowed in the shop at a time. Please see details below: 
 

mailto:secretary@bergvlietprimary.co.za
http://www.bergvlietprimary.co.za/


             

       BERGVLIET PRIMARY SCHOOL 
                              CHILDRENS WAY BERGVLIET 7945       TEL: (021) 715 1103       FAX: (021) 715 24 86  

  EMAIL: secretary@bergvlietprimary.co.za   WEBSITE: www.bergvlietprimary.co.za   
 

 
PRINCIPAL:  B.L.P. PAULSE 

Dates Grade to visit the Uniform Shop 

Tues – 2 Feb Grade 7 Parents  

Wed – 3 Feb Grade 6 Parents  

Thurs – 4 Feb Grade 5 Parents  

Fri – 5 Feb Grade 4 Parents 

Sat – 6 Feb  Parents not able to come during the week  

Mon – 8 Feb Grade 3 Parents  

Tues – 9 Feb Grade 2 Parents  

Wed 10 Feb Grade 1 Parents  

Thurs – 11 Feb  Grade R Parents 

Friday – 12 Feb  Open to parents not able to make the above dates. 

 
After School Care (ASC): 
Currently our ASC is open for Holiday Care. We are exploring the possibility of having the ASC open 
during the morning, when the academic year reopens. This facility will be for all learners registered with 
the BPS ASC, as well as all interested parents who require a structured environment for their children 
when not attending school as per the Alternate Day Timetable. Interested parties may contact Mrs. 
Bettie Shaban in the office or via email bshaban@bergvlietprimary.co.za  
Please note that for learners not currently registered for ASC, an additional service charge will apply.  
 
Concessions for Learners with Comorbidities: 
The latest directive indicates that all learners who received concessions to work from home during 2020 
will not need to reapply. However, all new learners would have to apply and complete the requisite 
departmental forms.  We await further clarity on this matter from the DBE and the WCED. 
 
WhatsApp Class Groups 2021:  
Parents who were on the 2020 Parent WhatsApp Groups will shortly receive notification via WhatsApp 
to join their 2021 class groups. These groups are vital for up-to-date, factual information from the 
school. By joining the class group, you consent to sharing your personal cellphone numbers with the rest 
of the class group. Should there be issues with this platform, we will migrate to another available 
platform. 
 
All new parents will receive the links via email. Please ensure that we have your correct details on our 
school admin system. Contact Margo Fouten secretary@bergvlietprimary.co.za and Bettie Shaban 
bshaban@bergvlietprimary.co.za to update your details if necessary. 
 
Google Classroom: 
We will continue to use the Google Classroom platform to share class work, etc. Class Teachers will be 
setting up the new Google classes and parents will receive notification to join this platform. Please 
ensure that your child joins this platform - it is a necessary tool, as we continuously look to enhance our 
teaching in an ever-evolving, digital world. 
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Amended School Calendar: 
As yet, we have no clarity on this particular matter. Social media has been inundated with speculation, 
but until Gazetted, the status quo remains.  
 
In our next Newsflash, we will provide you with more information pertaining to school times, screening 
times and entry and exit points.  
 
To conclude, please be assured that the health and safety of our entire school community remains the 
focus of all decisions made by the School Governing Body and the School Leadership Team. At the same 
time, we remain committed to maintaining the exceptional quality of education for which BPS is 
renowned.   
 
Once again, we wish to express our sincere condolences to all our families who have lost loved ones 
during this time - be assured that you are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Your children’s social and emotional well-being remain of paramount importance to us. Thus, before we 
attempt to address the academic curriculum, we will take time to orientate them back into school, and 
allow them the space to debrief and reconnect with their BPS family. Our counsellors will be on-site to 
provide additional support. 
 
At the recent inauguration of the President of the USA, Amanda Gorman, read a beautiful poem. The 
last lines bear repeating: “For there is always light, if only we're brave enough to see it. If only we're brave 
enough to be it.”  
 
As a school community, may we continue to walk in the light, be the light to each other, and nurture 
hope for a better tomorrow. We look forward to welcoming our learners back to school, and trust that 
2021 will see us forging strong bonds to strengthen and reinforce our common humanity.   
 
Please take care, keep safe and continue to adhere to all the Covid-19 protocols. 
 
 
Warm regards  
 

 
MR BLP PAULSE 
#StrongerTogether 
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