
BERGVLIET PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Dear Parents, 

 

It is unbelievable to think that we have already hit the midpoint of Term 1. Many have  

forgotten the December holidays, as life has just been so busy. I suppose that rings true for 

BPS as well. We had our Meet the Teachers meetings, Inter—School Athletics, Grade 5 and 

7 have been to Camp, the Grade R –2 parent talk with Renee Lighton, the introduction of 

our Foundation Phase Extra-Mural Programme, as well as the usual cricket, tennis and 

swimming fixtures. 

 

As mentioned at the Parent Meeting, our foci at BPS for 2019 are as follows: 

1. We will continue our focus of becoming a thinking school, a school where our  

learners are exposed to ideas which will prepare and equip them for the  

ever-changing world in which they are finding themselves. I am proud to announce 

that our Gr 3 and 6 2018 WCED Language and Mathematics Systemic Test results 

would once again rank as amongst the highest, not just in our Education District but 

in the Province as well. We are proud of what we achieved, and rather than become 

complacent, we will continue to strive for excellence. 

2. We are also focusing on our learners developing a growth mindset as  

opposed to having a fixed mindset, and you will hear more about this as the year 

continues.  

3. We will continue to embrace 21st Century learning tools. This includes enhanced 

use of technology in the classroom, such as tablets, as well as improving our  

technology infrastructure. 

4. In our engagement through the parent survey last year many parents asked for a 

Foundation Phase Extra Mural Programme.  We are proud to say this has been  

actioned and the Programme is in full swing. 

5. The SGB is committed to further improving the school facilities  and if one takes a 

walk around, one can see the tangible improvements over the past few years. I  

recently asked a new parent why they wanted to enroll their child at BPS when they 

were already at a good, functioning school. The honest and sincere response was, 

‘Because the grass is greener on the other side”.  I assumed she was referring to 

the North Field upgrade which is already creating some attention and is almost 

ready to be enjoyed by all.  

6. Parental involvement is important not just in the learning process, but volunteering 

your time, talent and treasure to benefit the school. We are improving in this area, 

but would welcome any more assistance! 

 

The WCED has declared this year to be the Year of the Learner, so in essence, everything 

we are embarking on together this year as educators, parents and learners,  is for the  

benefit of our learners. At BPS, learners can exercise sound values, be happy and  

confident, but also have a place where they feel that they are loved, and have a sense of 

belonging. 

 

All of the above and more will only be realized if all of us continue to journey together  

towards our common goal, which is doing the best for the learners in our care. 

 

Wishing you all wonderful week ahead!! 

13  February  2019  

F RO M  T H E  P R I N C I PA L ’ S  D E S K  

Dates to Diarise 

2019  

13 Feb: District Athletics 
 Championships 
14 Feb: Valentine’s Day 
 Civvies   
15 Feb: Inter House  
 Swimming Gala 
18 Feb: Gr 4L Outing to  
  Castle 
19 Feb: Help the Rural Child 
 Book sale in Library 
20 Feb: Gr 6 leave for Camp 
22 Feb: Grade 6 return from 
 Camp 
04 Mar: Grade 2 Outing     
05 Mar: Grade 2 Outing     
08 Mar: Grade 6 Cake Sale 
08 Mar: BHS Roadshow 
11 Mar: Soapbox Fun day 
13 & 14 Mar: PTA Meetings to 
discuss Term 1 Academic 
Report  
For more Term 1 Dates 

please visit the    
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As you are aware, we have embarked on a Merit and De-Merit Disciplinary System this year. Please note that this  

system has not replaced the School Code of Conduct, which still governs how we need to behave as responsible  

citizens at Bergvliet Primary. However, the focus is certainly on positive behaviour, rather than being punitive and  

punishing. Discipline comes from the Latin word “Discipulus,” meaning disciple or to learn. Our role is to entrench the  

values being taught at home, and to work hand in hand with the primary caregivers. We also have the co responsibility to 

teach skills which will stand our learners in good stead for the world that they are going to find themselves in the future. 

M E R I T  A N D  D E - M E R I T  S Y S T E M  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  P O L I C Y    

P U B L I C  H O L I DAY S  2 0 1 9  W H I C H  I N C L U D E S  E L E C T I O N  DA T E  

We have partnered with Karri, an app which helps parents with sending small sums of money to school at the click of 

a button. The app has benefits for both parent and school and will help reduce the need for money to be held on the 

school premises. Please note, should you wish not to download the app, you will still be able to send your money to 

school in same manner as in the past. The app can be downloaded in the Play or App Stores. 

DATE         TITLE  

01 January 2019       New Year’s Day  

21 March 2019       Human Rights Day  

19 April 2019        Good Friday  

22 April 2019        Family Day  

27 April 2019        Freedom Day  

01 May 2019        Workers' Day 

08 May 2019       National Elections   

16 June 2019        Youth Day  

17 June 2019        Public holiday  

09 August 2019       National Women’s Day  

24 September 2019       Heritage Day  

16 December 2019       Day of Reconciliation  

25 December 2019       Christmas Day  

26 December 2019       Day of Goodwill  

MY CHILD IS BEING BULLIED THERE IS A PROBLEM IN THE CLASS 

Firstly:      Class Teacher Firstly:      Class Teacher 

Secondly: Grade Head / Phase Head Secondly: Grade Head / Phase Head 

Finally:      Deputy Principal / Principal Finally:      Deputy Principal / Principal 

I HAVE A PROBLEM WITH A TEACHER I HAVE A PROBLEM INVOLVING SPORT 

Firstly:      Class Teacher / Subject Teacher Firstly:      Coach / Sports Co-ordinator 

Secondly: Grade Head / Phase Head Secondly: Head of Sport 

Finally:      Deputy Principal / Principal Finally:      Deputy Principal / Principal 

I HAVE A SUGGESTION TO MAKE I HAVE A PROBLEM WITH A SCHOOL POLICY 

Firstly:      Teacher or  
secretary@bergvlietprimary.co.za 

Firstly:      Deputy Principal / Principal 

Finally:      School Leadership Team / SGB Finally:      SGB Members  

Please note the Grievance Protocol at BPS. The full Communications Policy can be found under Policies on the  

D6 Communicator  

K A R R I  A P P  
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WCED ONLINE ADMISSIONS PROCESS FOR 2020 

The WCED has initiated an online admissions process for applications to public schools for 2020. We would 

encourage all parents and prospective parents to use the online system. The Applications process opens on 

Friday, 15 February 2019 at 8:00am. The application form will have to be printed and handed in at Bergvliet 

Primary with the necessary supporting documents, including an ID photo of the applicant within 14 days of 

the online submission. Please read the terms and conditions online, as well as familiarising yourself with the 

Bergvliet Primary Admissions Policy, which can be found on our website.  

Our current Grade R parents need not apply for Grade 1 using this process. Parents of Grade 7 learners 

must please check with the high schools to which you will be applying to see if you need to follow the same  

process. The link to the online system is: https://admissions.westerncape.gov.za  

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Vermeulen, our admissions secretary. 

F U N D R A I S I N G  N E W S   

BPS endeavours to incorporate ‘FUN’ into fundraising.  Our main fundraiser for this term will be the 

ever popular Soapbox Fun Day which will be on Monday 11 March 2019. Donation Cards have been 

sent home and we encourage learners to raise a total of R175 which should be returned to school by 

Friday 8 March 2019. 

Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond our control, we have had to postpone the very popular 

Camp Out, but we hope to host this event before the year is out.    

There will be a meeting for all parents who have volunteered to be Class Reps at 18:30 in the BPS 

Staffroom on Wednesday 13 February. It is not too late to volunteer or join the  Bergvliet Parents Asso-

ciation. We encourage parents to be involved in all our Fundraisers. 

L E A R N E R  AC H I E V E M E N T S   

Congratulations to all our athletes who represented Bergvliet Primary 

at the False Bay Zone Inter-Schools Athletics Meeting held at 

Zwaanswyk Academy recently. Five athletes qualified to represent the 

False Bay District at the District Championship at Blue Downs on 13 

February 2019. 

We have also entered the Inter School Dance competition for the 1st 

time and look forward to our learners expressing themselves in anoth-

er genre of sport. 

V A L E N T I N E ’ S  DAY  C I V V I E S  &  O U T R E AC H  N E W S  

We will be having a Civvies Day on Thursday 14 February to raise funds for ongoing 

school needs. However, with the recent fire at Holy Cross Convent School in Cape 

Town, we felt the need to reach out to them in their time of need. To this end, we 

will donate part of what we raise to Holy Cross Primary School. We hope you will be 

generous in your donation, so that we show that we care. We aim to celebrate  

Valentine’s Day by making a difference by spreading love to another community.  

QUOTES FOR THE MONTH—GROWTH MINDSET  

“There is a difference in not knowing and not knowing yet!” - Shelia Jobias— 

“The moment you doubt whether you can fly, you cease forever to be able to fly.”—Peter Pan— 

“Love challenges, be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort and keep on learning”  - Carol Dweck-   



 

 

WOOLWORTHS AND MY SCHOOL CARD:  
 
Thank you to all family and friends who continue to swipe their 
MYSCHOOL card and have BPS as a beneficiary. Every swipe helps 
BPS, no matter how big or small. Please swipe during the holidays. If 
you need a new card, please contact  Mrs Bettie Shaban who will 

gladly assist you. 

G R A D E  7  C A M P :  2 0 1 9  

 

The Grade Seven Camp 2019 took place in the second week 

of term. We visited Rocklands Centre in Simon’s Town from 

16 January to 18 January 2019. The aim of the camp was to 

develop leadership skills through activities and present lead-

ership speeches to apply for leadership positions at our 

school. Learners engaged well, were enthusiastic and a posi-

tive advertisement for our school. These are what some of 

our learners thought of camp: 

My highlight of camp: 

The highlight of my camp was by far the obstacle courses, both of them. I really learnt how to lead people in a way that I am not con-

trolling them. I am showing them what to do and how to do it, and helping them understand where they are going wrong.  

Leine Goddard 7J 

The night hike was the activity I enjoyed that stood out the most to me because we explored the mountains and we experienced the 

dangers on the mountain, which was fun. Zayaan Edwards 7E 

 

What I learnt at camp: 

Grade Seven camp was all about leadership. It was very exciting. I have learnt how to lead people in a calm and controlled way. I had 

an enormous amount of fun. Natasja Poggenpoel 7J 

I have learnt leadership skills. I can use this skill throughout my life, as it is a very important skill. I learnt how to work in a team and 

how to manage and keep in order a large group. I now know how to be a leader. Being a leader will help me with my guardian posi-

tions. I learnt how to cooperate with my group. We had to work as a team when doing group activities. I felt more confident when 

doing the talent show with my group. It gave me an opportunity to have fun while learning. Kelly Pillay 7E 

I learnt to work together with my peers, which for the duration while we were on camp improved it and everyone became more com-

fortable with each other. I learnt the good qualities of a leader. In addition to that we learnt leadership skills, a big one of those was 

listening to each other’s opinion. Erin Anders 7H 

What I enjoyed about camp: 

Grade Seven camp was definitely my favourite camp as not only was it more organized, but it also had enjoyable activities such as 

archery, night hikes and great food. The camp taught me a lot about leadership and I enjoyed getting my monitor’s speech over and 

done with as well as listening to others. I would definitely recommend this camp to the younger grades. Jonah Dunlop 7J 

I really enjoyed camp. We learnt how to lead a group and what to do in certain situations. We played fun games and did difficult activ-

ities. We had to think outside the box. It was challenging but we had lots of fun. The best thing we did at camp was the camp concert, 

because it was fun and everybody was smiling, cheering and singing, but most importantly, we had fun. Caleb Hector 7E 

Find us on Facebook for latest news! 

Please note you will need permission to join the 
group  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/10853094
6149333/ 

We are always in need of volunteers to assist in various areas of the school. We wish to strengthen our 

BPA, with more parents being involved in fundraisers and the planning of events. We also require  

volunteers to help with reading, tuck shop, uniform shop and recycling.  
Another area where we are in need of parent volunteers is in assisting our learners who require a reader or 
scribe when doing assessments and exams. We will provide training to parents and grandparents. If you 
are able to assist in any of these areas, please call the office or e-mail secretary@bergvlietprimary.co.za. If 

you have an hour to spare, we would be extremely grateful. Together we achieve more! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - 2019 


