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                              NEWSLETTER 
 

                                04 DECEMBER 2013 
 

What a wonderful year it has been!   The staff, learners and families of Bergvliet Primary 

School have worked and played together with great dedication, enormous energy and proud 

success.  Our teamwork, spirit of healthy competitiveness and determination to succeed have 

had a very positive and uplifting influence upon our learners, who have been empowered by the 

knowledge that there are no limits to the achievements of those who combine honest, hard work 

and a loving concern for the well-being of our world and all those creatures, great and small, 

dwelling upon it.  The holidays are well-deserved, and we trust that our Bergvliet Buddies will 

continue to care, share and prosper as they spend fun-filled, memorable hours with those 

closest to their hearts.   
 

NEWS FROM THE STAFFROOM 
 

At the conclusion of this Fourth Term we say a very fond farewell to Mrs Elzette Bennett, 

(Grade Two), who has been on Maternity Leave for the past few months.  Mrs Bennett 

commenced working at Bergvliet Primary School in  January 2008 and through her ethos of hard 

work, excellent team-spirit and willingness to assist whenever help was needed, endeared 

herself to staff and parents alike.  We will remember her with much affection (who could 

forget that infectious, giggle-laugh which always rang out when something appealed to her 

healthy sense of humour!), and we wish her many years of great joy with her family and friends 

about her. 
 

Whilst Mrs Bennet was away her Grade Two fort was held most capably by Miss Rebecca 

Gerber, who will also be leaving us at the end of this term.  We extend our very best wishes to 

her as she continues her journey along the education road. 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL EVALUATION: 05 – 07 AUGUST 2013 
 

As advised in our Newsflash of Wednesday, 21 August 2013, we achieved excellent ratings in 

our Whole School Evaluation.  The final report has now arrived in hard copy and parents are 

welcome to peruse this document, kept in the School Secretary’s Office. 

Priorities for school improvement are: 

“The school should develop an Intervention Plan to respond to potential hazards and unsafe 

areas in the school.” 

“The school should have detailed procedures on the health and welfare of learners included in 

its Safety and Security Policy.” 

These recommendations will be attended to in the new year. 
 

GOVERNING BODY & PARENTS FEES MEETING 
 

The annual meeting was held on Wednesday, 30 October 2013 when the Governing Body of BPS 

and the assembled parents of the school set the school fees for the 2014 academic year: 

Reception Grade      R14 465,00 per annum 

Grades One to Seven     R13 200,00 per annum 
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PLEASE NOTE that the annual fee is due on the first day of the new academic year. 

Payment options were sent out with the fees notification letter dated 06 November 2013, 

including the Declaration of Parents which MUST be returned to the Bursar’s Office. 
 

Outstanding 2013 fees will be handed over to our debt collectors/attorneys on 09 December 

2013.  THANK YOU to all those who have faithfully honoured their commitment to the payment 

of school fees during the course of the year. 
 

CREDIT AND DEBIT CARD FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE PAYMENT OF FEES 

AND UNIFORM SHOP PURCHASES. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE CENTRE NOTIFICATION 
 

We remind After School Care Centre parents that the fees are charged annually for four 

school terms, but may be paid termly or monthly.  As from January 2014 the annual fee will 

include the cost of holiday care.  The fee structure for 2014 is R7 150,00 per annum – this 

would be 11 payments of R650,00 or 10 payments of R715,00 or R1 787,50 per term. 
 

The cost of holiday care for non-ASC regulars, is R50,00 per day.  Regular ASC learners will 

also be required to pay R50,00 per day for holiday care if they utilise the Centre during 

the week after school has closed on Wednesday, 04 December 2013, until the centre 

closes (this is because the new fee structure becomes effective from 01 January 2014 

only).  The last day that the ASC Centre will be open will be Friday, 13 December 2013.   
The After School Care Centre will re-open on Monday, 06 January 2014.  
 

PLEASE GIVE PROMPT ATTENTION TO ANY OUTSTANDING ASC FEES – THEY 

SHOULD BE PAID BY TODAY (WEDNESDAY, 04 DECEMBER 2013).   
 

CONGRATULATIONS ARE EXTENDED TO…………………….. 
 

The following Bergvliet learners have excelled in various extramural activities, and, in no 

particular order, we offer congratulations to: 
 

Ethan Barnes (Gr 5P) does drumming at Beau Soleil Music School – he has been chosen on 

two occasions this year to perform in their Chamber Concert as a result of being selected for 

the Best of the Tests. 
 

Brothers Ross Jeffery (Gr RMalherbe) and Josh Jeffery (Gr 2G) participated in a Grading 

at their Karate Dojo in Plumstead on Saturday, 16 November 2013, where Ross progressed to a 

Green Belt and Josh achieved Green Belt with two stripes. 
 

Daniel Coetzee (Gr 4L) plays football at Crusaders Club where he was voted Player of the 

Year in his age group. 
 

Brothers Jarred Van Schalkwyk (Gr 7V) and Kyle Van Schalkwyk (Gr 5M) recently received 

the First Aid Level I certificate which they completed with Scouts SA, and in addition, 

Jarred completed his Photographic Badge. 
 

Sean Petersen (Gr 7H) and Ezra Narun (Gr 5P) both achieved third place in their respective 

age groups in the Living Maths Mathletics Olympiad 2013 written during November.  This is a 

national Olympiad and this year some 170 000 learners took part from 441 schools.  Our winners 

received a Truly Dominator Natural Scientific Calculator and a Certificate each. 
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During the week 11 – 15 November 2013 approximately 130 of our Grade Six and Seven learners 

took part in the Junior Beaver Computing Challenge, a problem-solving contest with a focus on 

computational and logical thinking.  BPS learners did exceptionally well with top three positions 

in Grade Six and Grade Seven respectively being awarded to: 

Junain Wei (Gr 6N) scored 164 (out of a possible 180) – our top learner in this challenge 

Matthew Blows (Gr 6H) scored 140 

Hannah Stevens (Gr 6R) scored 128 

Sean Petersen (Gr 7H) and Jason Uhuaba (Gr 7A) scored 152 (out of a possible 180), and tied 

for second place Jae-Yoon Kim (Gr 7A) and Aileen Lee (Gr 7H) scored 136 points each 

Dylan Baron (Gr 7V) scored 132 points. 
 

In the annual Lions Club Peace Poster competition the creations of Kyra Daries (Gr 7H) and 

Alexandra Matthews (Gr 7V) were selected for the final judging and exhibition of work – they 

received gift vouchers from Deckle Edge for their entries. 
 

Our Grade Seven learners participated in a competition hosted by Plumstead Rusoord to 

create a banner which will be displayed at this Retirement Centre’s Christmas Lights Display 

over the festive season.  
 

Mishqah Goliath (Gr 7A) and Zeenat Salie (Gr 7V) submitted art work for the Waltons Mon 

Ami Art Competition. 
 

The Bergvliet Primary School General Knowledge Team participated in the Inter-Schools 

General Knowledge Competition finals on Wednesday, 23 October 2013 at The Grove Primary 

School.  Our team members were Jae-Yoon Kim (Gr 7A), Zia Lawrence (Gr 7V), Aileen Lee 

(Gr 7 H), Dylan Baron (Gr 7V), Sean Petersen (Gr 7H) and Tariro Wafawarowa (Gr 7H), 

who acquitted themselves well, being placed fifth out of a total of 10 competing schools.  
 

On Thursday, 07 November 2013 Bergvliet Primary School participated in the Inter-School’s 

Swimming Gala held at Muizenberg Junior School.   Our team of 57 swimmers enjoyed a most 

satisfactory afternoon of winning swimming – we came first in the gala, beating The Grove into 

second place, Groote Schuur Primary into 3rd position and Muizenberg Junior into fourth place. 

The dedicated effort and commitment to swimming shown by all participants this term reaped 

the outstanding results achieved.  Many thanks are extended to the coaches for their ongoing 

assistance and to the parents of our swimmers for their loyal poolside support. 
 

The Whisper from the Heart Poetry Club’s 2013 Competition results placed Hannah 

Vermeulen (Gr 7V) as a first prize winner for her poem entitled “What do you call it?” Hannah 

received a money prize and a copy of the book.  Sean Petersen (Gr 7H) won a third prize 

(money and a copy of the book) for his poem called “Feelings Poem”.  Fourth prize winners from 

BPS were Jordyn Ferrier (Gr 4L) for her poem ”Flowers”, Morag Cannoo (Gr 4W) for her 

short story “The Forest of Dreams”, and Ezra Narun (Gr 5P) for his poem “Moods”.   
 

At two special functions on our school calendar, the Cultural Awards Evening, held on 

Wednesday, 06 November and at the Academic & Sports Awards Evening, which took place on 

Wednesday, 20 November 2013, the assembled staff and invited guests were able to share the 

joy, satisfaction and often the unexpected surprise, of those learners who had worked well,  
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persevered and showed dedicated commitment to task.  Both the school and parents can be 

justly proud of the success of these achievers. 
 

Our Grade Seven learners have spent several weeks receiving intensive dance tuition from 

dance instructor Ms Kim Isaacs, assisted by the Grade Seven educators, which culminated in an 

Evening of Dance on Tuesday, 26 November 2013, enjoyed by all participants.  We trust 

that we have empowered these learners with a very useful social skill which they can use with 

impressive effect in years to come. 
 

Mrs Gail Williams, one of our Grade Four educators, was invited to attend the farewell function 

held for Ms Myrtle Edwards, a WCED educator for the Centre for Conservation Education, 

who worked at Groot Constantia Museum, which our Grade Four learners have been visiting for 

many years.  Bergvliet Primary School was invited to send a representative to the retirement 

event as we are one of Ms Edwards’ ”special schools”.  She was presented with a folder filled 

with cards and letters bearing good wishes from learners at BPS, which gave her much pleasure. 
 

Tuesday, 26 November 2013 was a rather drizzly, overcast day – nevertheless the Foundation 

Phase Sports Day went ahead with much enthusiasm, and the winning house was Eksteen.  The 

Intersen Athletics Day took place the following morning, Wednesday 27th, and on this occasion 

the winning house was Hertzog. 
 

At the Foundation Phase General Knowledge Quiz held on Wednesday, 27 November 2013, 

Eksteen House had the winning team, and on Thursday, 28 November, the winners at the 

Intermediate & Senior Phase General Knowledge Quiz were the Hertzog team.  
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
 

Bergvliet Primary School is blessed with a school family of extremely generous, warm-

hearted and giving individuals!  We are always left almost speechless at the enthusiastic and 

unfailing kindness of our parent body when it comes to assisting us to share with and care for 

others.  Throughout this year we have made appeals for numerous projects and fundraisers – 

this may have been for prizes, material goods, money or your assistance at stalls, cake-sales,  

outings, etc. – the list is endless – we want you to be assured of our grateful thanks to all of 

you, in whatever manner you have been of assistance to your school, we acknowledge that 

without your ongoing support, Bergvliet Primary School would not enjoy the success and level of 

excellence which is traditionally ours.  Long may the school be empowered by the willing spirit of 

parents who alongside of us always strive for the best for our children.   
 

St Michael’s Childrens’ Home in Plumstead and the SPCA shared the proceeds of our Civvies 

Day held on Friday, 25 October 2013.  Letters of grateful thanks were received from both 

organisations with the SPCA also expressing their appreciation for the large black bag filled 

with pet toys and balls which BPS learners collected. 
 

The collection of everyday necessities for our Aids Day 2013 appeal for the Beautiful Gate 

South Africa, situated in Lower Crossroads, was celebrated with a “red” Civvies Day on 

Thursday, 21 November 2013.  This was a most successful drive very well supported by the 

whole school.    
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At this time of the year it is good to remember the familiar faces who are part of the daily life 

of our school, who we are perhaps  so used to seeing around and about, that we forget how 

integral their input is to the well-being and efficient running of our school.  Thus we extend a 

very special thank you to our Tuckshop Team, organised by BPS Staffers  Mrs Amanda 

Kellerman and Mrs Natasha Cockbill.  They are Volunteers Mrs Vanessa Sly, Mrs Sharifa 

Davids, Mrs Suzanne Aucamp and Mrs Mary-Ann Durr.  We wish them all a very happy 

holiday cooking up a storm in  their own kitchens!  
 

Mrs Catherine Elvidge visits BPS regularly to assist with Foundation Phase extra reading 

sessions.  We are very grateful to her for the time and energy which she shares with our 

children. 
 

RECYCLING 
 

We have had a really good year of Recycling – we have won considerable amounts of money for 

our enthusiastic collection of glass, and paper, tin and plastic recyclables are also on the 

increase.  Please remember to stock-pile all the holiday paper, glass, tin and festive season 

recyclable materials and bring to our Depot once school re-opens in 2014.  The Recycling Depot 

will remain open during the holidays for regular deposits.  It makes complete sense to live 

sustainably by never wasting resources and re-using and recycling wherever possible.  
 

RECEPTION GRADE AND GRADE ONE APPLICATIONS FOR 2015 
 

Parents who wish to apply for a place in either Grade R in 2015 or in Grade One in 2015, are 

reminded that they must visit Mrs Laura Anne Williams in the Admissions Office to collect the 

necessary application forms.  Please note that the School Governing Body recently made an 

amendment to the Admissions Policy under Criteria Five : Siblings – applicants who are 

siblings of current learners may be offered the courtesy of an interview, but will not be 

given an automatic placement. 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER FOR 2013 GRADE SEVEN LEARNERS 
 

The 2013 Grade Seven learners must visit the School Office on FRIDAY, 06 DECEMBER 2013 

BEFORE 11.00 in order to sign for and receive theirTransfer Forms which are required for 

High School. 
 

OTHER PERTINENT REMINDERS 
 

 

To assist with the traffic congestion which tends to build up in Childrens Way near the front 

entrance to our school, we ask parents to drop off learners in Grades Four to Seven in the 

vicinity of the cricket nets on the South Field, to allow them to walk to the front gate 

safely along the perimeter, where a pathway is marked out by traffic cones. 
 

We return to school in 2014 on WEDNESDAY, 15 JANUARY. 
 
 

Educators and Administrative Staff will return on Monday, 13 January 2014.  Children should 
arrive at school timeously at 07.40 on Wednesday, 15 January, and proceed directly to their 

new classrooms where they will be greeted by their teachers.   
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SCHOOL HOURS IN 2014 
 

Reception Grade – Grade Two 

Monday – Friday   07.50 – 13.15 

Children are to be at school at 07.40 sharp. 
 

For the first three weeks of school, commencing Wednesday, 15 January 2014 and ending on 
Friday, 31 January 2014, the RECEPTION GRADE LEARNERS will finish the day at 12.00.  From 
Monday, 03 February 2015 they will finish at the normal end of day time of 13.15. 
 

Grade Three 

Monday – Wednesday  07.50 – 14.35 

Thursday & Friday   07.50 – 13.15 

Children are to be at school at 07.40 sharp. 
 

Grade Four – Grade Seven 

Monday – Thursday   07.50 – 14.35 

Friday     07.50 – 13.15 

Children are to be at school by 07.40 sharp. 
 

The school building will be open from 07.40 for learners to enter classrooms and prepare 

for the start of lessons at 07.50 promptly.  Educators commence their duties at 07.40 and 

the administrative staff in the school office commence work at 07.30.  The school gates in 

Alphen Way (back entrance) and Childrens Way (main entrance) are manned by staff from 

07.00 and children who arrive early in the morning should wait for the arrival of their 

friends in the area of the Hall Quadrangle, where it is safe and sheltered from inclement 

weather.  Children should keep away from gateways and the perimeter fences.  
 

Children must be collected from inside the school grounds within a maximum of 10 – 15 

minutes after the end of the day or after the conclusion of an extramural activity.  

Children MAY NOT be left unsupervised at the end of the school day, including those 

learners who have older siblings who finish later in the afternoon.  Educators and office staff 

are fully occupied with meetings, extra lessons and administrative duties, and are not able to 

keep an eye on the activities and well-being of children left unattended.  Always update your 

lift-providers and after school care-givers with any changes to your child’s 

routine/schedule, and do regular checks on these service providers to ensure that your 

expectations for the safety and security of your child are indeed being fully met.  Discuss 

emergency situations with your child, empowering them with the necessary information so 

that they are able to cope with unexpected situations which may occur.  Cellphones brought to 

school must be turned off during the day, may not be played with and remain the sole 

responsibility of your child.  Telkom telephone cards may be purchased at the school office 

which can be used for those occasional “emergency” calls which children sometimes need to 
 

make.  Ensure that the communication lines between you and your child are always open – 

when you part in the morning have a last run-down on the planned activities for the day, with 

special focus on who will be fetching, where they must wait and what time they must be at the 

appointed meeting place.  
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Time is a difficult concept for younger children, who occasionally panic and stress when not 

collected at exactly the right time – reassure them that they always will be fetched from 

school, and discuss eventualities which may cause unavoidable delays.  An informed child will 

feel more confident and secure.  
 

We pride ourselves on being good neighbours to the property owners surrounding the school 

campus.  We strive to be considerate and polite – please never hoot to attract your child’s 

attention, and do not park or stop illegally.  Avoid loud music emanating from your vehicle, and 

always exercise great caution on the roads around the school neighbourhood. 
 

In the interests of our children’s well-being we encourage parents to ensure that the school 

peak cap or a plain white cotton cricket-type sunhat accompanies your child to school each 

day, especially during the months of the Summer terms when the effect of the sun is 

extremely powerful, even on cloudy days.  It is most important to protect your child’s skin 

from the damaging rays of our Sun – too much sun has a cumulative effect upon the body, and 

can result in skin cancer and other damage in later life.  Pack your learner an essential warm 

weather kit of SUNSCREEN, HEADGEAR AND EXTRA WATER – do this as a general rule – 

hopefully you will engender good life-time habits! 
 

Keep your My-School card with you at all shopping times, especially during these long weeks 

of holiday when shopping is a frequent pastime for many families preparing for the festive 

season.  BPS families raised a healthy R2 045,14 for our school during the month of October – 

an increase above the R1 884,67 raised in September – let’s keeping swiping! 
 

2014 SCHOOL BOOK PURCHASES 
 

At this stage of the last term most parents will have received the stationery & workbook packs 

for 2014.  If you still need to finalise these purchases, kindly do so during the school 

holiday, dealing directly with the supplier, Waltons.  Education at Bergvliet Primary School 

commences on Day One of the new year and it is of great importance that ALL learners are 

equipped to start the academic year together, in possession of all the necessary equipment to 

ensure success. 
 

PURCHASE OF SECOND-HAND UNIFORM ITEMS 
 

A suggestion has been made recently that parents may benefit from the availability of good, 

clean second-hand school uniform items at the School Clothing Shop.  If you have any items 

which are in a suitable condition for re-sale and you are happy to donate them to the school 

for re-sale, Mrs Fiona Schwimmbacher at the School Shop will accept these from you.  The 
 

School Uniform Shop is open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 07.30 – 

08.30.  

In the new year the shop will open on: 

Saturday  11 January 2014  09.00 – 11.00 

Monday  13 January 2014  09.00 – 11.00 

Tuesday  14 January 2014  09.00 – 11.00 
 

On Wednesday, 15 January 2014 school re-opens and normal shopping hours resume. 
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FINAL REPORTS 
 

The final academic report which you receive today should be a true reflection of the progress 

and achievement attained by your child over the course of the year.  If you feel that your child 

would benefit from private academic support lessons, the relevant specialists’contact details 

are listed below.  The report must be signed by the parent and returned to school on the first 

day of Term One – 2014, when it is placed in the learner’s profile.  REMEMBER to MAKE A 

NUMBER OF COPIES OF THIS REPORT before returning it to Bergvliet Primary School, and 

have these copies CERTIFIED AS TRUE COPIES OF THE ORIGINAL at your nearest Police 

Station – this will be a free service.  Should you need to have copies made by the school office 

there will be an administration fee of R40,00 per copy levied. 
 

Learning Support 

Mrs Cathy Louw offers private learning support lessons during the course of the school day.  

Contact her on Cellular No. 083 – 455 5727 for further information.   
 

Occupational Therapy 

Mrs Kirsty Beamish, Occupational Therapist, is available to assist learners with specialised 

support and treatment sessions.  Contact her on Cellular No. 083 – 3018 531. 
 

Speech Therapy 

Mrs Shameema Ahmed offers specialised Speech Therapy sessions to children during school 

hours.  Contact her on Cellular No. 082 – 3767 093 for assistance. 
 

EARLY NOTIFICATION OF FIRST PARENT-EDUCATOR MEETING FOR 2014 
 

TUESDAY, 21 JANUARY 2014 :  ALL PARENTS and their children’s after-school care-givers 

are to attend this very important meeting.  Please ensure that you arrive on time so as not to 

disturb and distract others at the meeting and to ensure that you do not miss any important 

information imparted by the educator.  The educators will address parents on classroom 

matters of general educational interest, and it will be far too early in the academic year for any 

individual progress reports to be given.  Meetings with the class educator will be possible later 

during the course of the term.  
 

PLEASE NOTE THE TIME OF THE MEETINGS 
 

18.45 – 19.15 Parents of learners in Grades 4, 5, 6 & 7 will meet the educators in their 

classrooms. 

19.30 GENERAL MEETING FOR ALL PARENTS (Gr R – Gr 7) IN THE HALL. 
 

After this general meeting in the hall, parents of learners in Grades R, 1, 2 & 3 will meet the 

educators in their classrooms.  The evening’s proceedings should finish by approximately 21.00. 
 

TEA WILL BE SERVED IN THE SCHOOL HALL AFTER THESE MEETINGS. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

L S L DE BEER 

PRINCIPAL 
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REPLY SLIPS 

 

NEWSLETTER:  04 DECEMBER 2013 

 

LEARNER’S NAME: ...............................………..………………...     GRADE: ……….. 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: .........……………......... …..      DATE: …................. 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

BERG-ADS 
 

Please note that Bergvliet Primary School does not endorse the advertising material sent home to 
parents. We see this form of advertising purely as a source of revenue for the school. 

 

 LITTLE ANGELZ PLAYSCHOOL & AFTERCARE - We offer a loving, secure, safe and homely environment. 

AFTERCARE (Grade R-7) & BABY CARE (3 months – 2 Years)  Contact Ronalda on  0848394759 or 

Ronalda.littleangelz@gmail.com TODDLER PLAYGROUP (2 Years – 4 Years) Contact Tracey on 0832706133 or 

tracey-sutton@hotmail.com  

 WENDY’S SCHOOL TRANSPORT: Do you require safe transport to and from school, please contact Wendy 

Fernandez on (021) 715 4565 or 073 540 8164. 

 TRANSPORT AVAILABLE: contact Gail Williams on 082339041 or 021 712 9626. 

 JOLLY JAMMERS: Registered aftercare facility, open from 1pm – 6pm, Monday to Friday. Kids are picked up 

from school, also open for school holidays. Contact Michelle on 0217150850 or 0732843099. 

 BODY SCULPTING ZONE: Lipo literally melts unwanted stubborn fat, smoothing and tightening your skin. 

Using state of the art Strawberry Laser Lipo Inch Loss™ equipment, it’s quick, easy and painless and it works 

from the very first session, guaranteed. Nadima Coenraad-Salie Tel: 021 828 9363,    Cell: + 27 736663326 and 

email: info@bodysculptzone.co.za, www.bodysculptzone.co.za. 

 DELICIOUS CHRISTMAS CAKES & PUDDINGS: Order Now: Biscuits and Mince Pies made to your request.  

Contact Belinda on 074 065 8576.    
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