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There are 365 days in a year and each day contains 24 hours, a grand total of 8760 hours per 

year!  Somehow this does not seem to be enough time for us to achieve the many tasks and 

activities which face us in our daily routines, AND still have some remaining hours in hand for 

our leisure and pleasure activities – sport, hobbies, relaxing and recharging.  Creating the 

perfect balance of work and rest-time is a huge challenge for many busy humans spinning 

through the days of their lives in a world which only seems to operate on fast-forward.  Many 

days of the year are earmarked to observe various activities, special needs and focus areas, 

creating awareness, action and change.   
 

The 14 February (St Valentine’s Day – patron saint of love, young people and happy marriage) 

encouraged us to share the love – small gestures of human kindness to one another, strangers 

included.  We should try to smile more, share and thank more and give more of ourselves – time, 

energy and attention – to those whose lives intersect with ours.  In March we can show our love, 

respect and thanks for our home planet, Earth, from 18 – 24 March, when we observe National 

Water Week, on 21 March which is World Forestry Day and 22 March, chosen as World Water 

Day.  Saturday, 23 March is World Meteorological Day and also the day on which millions of 

citizens of the world celebrate Earth Hour, from 20.30 – 21.30. These are 60 minutes of 

sustainable solidarity when we collectively switch off the electricity which powers our world, as 

a potent symbol of our intention not to waste valuable resources and to remain aware of our 

care-taking commitment to Mother Earth.  The saying goes “Time is Money”.  We should nurture 

carefully the hours we are given, saving them where necessary, investing them in worthwhile 

activities and spending them with as much caution as we spend our Rands and Cents.            
 

GOOD NEWS UPDATE 
 

In our Newsflash dated 13 February 2013, we advised parents of our excellent results in the 

2012 Systemic Tests and that we had been invited to attend the Western Cape Awards 

Ceremony. 
 

At this presentation on 19 February 2013, BPS was presented with a certificate for “Overall 

Excellence of Outcomes in Grades 3 and 6” in the 2012 WCED Language and Mathematics 

Systemic Tests, by Mr Donald Grant, WC Minister of Education, and Ms Penny Vinjevold, HOD 

WCED.  Our school was placed 10th in the line-up of top achieving primary schools in the 

Western Cape.  Together with this certificate we received an amount of R15 000 to use to 

purchase learning and teaching support material, including books for our classroom libraries. 
 

Subsequent to this we were invited to attend the Circuit Two Awards Ceremony held on 08 

March 2013. Circuit Two is made up of 27 schools.  At this presentation BPS was awarded 

LitNum certificate for “Excellence in Language and Mathematics in Foundation Phase and 

Intermediate Phase”, as well as two coffee table books for our Library. 
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The Metropole South District, comprising some 149 schools, then held a third Awards 

Ceremony on 14 March 2013, and once again BPS walked away with outstanding awards: 
 

 2nd position in the 2012 Grade 3 Numeracy Systemic Tests in Circuit Two 

 3rd position in the 2012 Grade 6 Literacy Systemic Tests in Circuit Two 

 3rd position in the 2012 Grades 3 & 6 Numeracy Systemic Tests in the DISTRICT! 

 5th position in the 2012 Grades 3 & 6 Literacy Systemic Tests in the DISTRICT! 
   

AND the “cherry on the top”:………… 

3rd position (out of 149 schools) in the DISTRICT in the Grades 3 and 6 Literacy and 

Numeracy Systemic Tests. 
 

Congratulations and thanks are extended to all our role-players, parents, children and teachers.  

We can indeed be very proud of our school.  What a wonderful achievement reached as a result 

of team effort! 
 

The final round of the Jet South African Mathematics Challenge was written on 05 

September 2012, with more than 7 900 learners from 257 schools participating in this round.  

Certificates are awarded to those who attain more than 50% in the final round – a major 

achievement.  Gold certificates are awarded in singles and doubles categories, and receive CNA 

vouchers to the value of R200,00 and R100,00 respectively.  BPS certificate winners were:- 
 

Gold  

Ezra Narun   Grade 5P    Single 

Dylan Baron   Grade 7V  & 

Nailah Ebrahim  Grade 7V   Double 

Matthew Blows  Grade 6H  & 

Luke Figaji   Grade 6H   Double 
 

Silver  

Dylan Petersen  Grade 5P     Single 

Alexander Stempels Grade 6N  & 

Antonio Orgill  Grade 6R   Double 

Sean Petersen  Grade 7H  & 

Malikah Gaibi  Grade 7A   Double 

Jason Uhuaba  Grade 7A  &  

Liam Grimmbacher  Grade 7V   Double 

Aileen Lee   Grade 7H  & 

Erin Scholtz   Grade 7 V   Double 
 

Bronze 

Hannah Stevens  Grade 6R  & 

Michaela Hendricks Grade 6R   Double 

Ronan Abrahams  Grade 6R  & 

Ryan Craig   Grade 6H   Double 

Junain Wei   Grade 6N  & 

Danyaal Marlie  Grade 6R   Double 
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Ariyaana Cader  Grade 6H  & 

Abigail Smith  Grade 6N   Double 

Zia Lawrence  Grade 7V  & 

Jae-Yoon Kim  Grade 7A   Double 
 

We are extremely proud of these wise mathematicians. 
 

On Saturday, 23 February 2013 BPS learners participated in the Mathleague Competition held 

at the Academy of Mathematics, Science & Technology in Tokai. 

Certificates were awarded to all participants.   
 

Grade 4 

Josh Coetzee  Grade 4L  4th place   

Grade 5 

Dylan Petersen  Grade 5P  1st place  

Ezra Narun   Grade 5P  2nd place 

Faiq Ebrahim  Grade 5V  3rd place 

 

Grade 6 

Matthew Blows  Grade 6H  1st place  

Junain Wei   Grade 6N  2nd place 

Alexander Stempel s Grade 6N  3rd place 

Danyaal Marlie   Grade 6R  5th place 

 

Aileen Lee   Grade 7H  1st place  

Sean Petersen  Grade 7H  2nd place 

Jae-Yoon Kim  Grade 7A  3rd place 

Jason Uhuaba  Grade 7A  4th place 
 

The Bergvliet Primary School learners returned home triumphant, bearing a trophy-cup, having 

been placed first out of the six participating schools.  
 

Our Camp Out fundraiser, which took place on Friday, 08 February 2013, raised a total of R27 

426,25 for our school.  Once again we say a very grateful thank you to everyone for your 

support and enthusiasm, which ensures that this is always a very happy, successful event. 
 

Our school Interhouse Swimming Gala was held on Friday, 22 February 2013 and was won by 

Eksteen House.  The gala generates great excitement and the fresh air and healthy competition 

ensures that a good time is had by all.  Many thanks to our dedicated coaches for their time and 

commitment which offers so many BPS learners the opportunity to participate in this popular 

Summer sport. 
 

On Thursday, 14 March 2013 the Bergvliet Primary School Swimming Team, consisting of 51 

swimmers, took part in the Interschool Swimming Gala held at Muizenberg Primary School, 

where we competed against five other schools.  Our learners swam extremely well, and the hard 

work spent improving our breast-stroke skills really paid off.  Every participant gave of their 

best effort, ensuring that we were the proud winners of the gala.  Many thanks are extended to  

Mrs Bennett, Mrs Pardoe and Mrs Voges for their faithful assistance and support at the 

poolside. 
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Recent improvements and upgrades to our School property include the extension of the 

Tuckshop on the South Field and the repainting of the Ablution Block there, with the provision 

of new urinals and toilets, including a toilet for disabled visitors.  Trees were removed where 

necessary, a verandah was added and brick paving was laid. 
 

General tree-trimming on the property was undertaken, including the removal of a tree facing 

Childrens Way as its growth was causing severe light restriction to the Music Block. 

Projects currently underway include work on the tennis courts (fencing, walls and surfacing), 

repairs to and extension of our cricket nets, the re-covering of the gym mats and the purchase 

of new chairs for use in the classrooms where needed. 
 

Congratulations are offered to Liam Stevens (Gr 5M) and Connor Stevens (Gr 2B) for their 

achievements in Karate – Liam is now a Blue Belt and Connor a Green Belt. 
 

We commend the achievement of Tatum Leibrandt (Gr 6H), who has been selected to 

participate at the South African Regional Level 1 Age Group Swimming Championships in 

Oudtshoorn during the school holidays.  
 

GOVERNING BODY UPDATE 
 

At a By-Election held on Wednesday, 20 March 2013 Mr Mario Strydom was duly elected to 

the Governing Body of Bergvliet Primary School.  Mr Strydom is the parent of Sarah (Grade 

One- dJ) and Seth (Grade Four- F) and we thank him for his willingness to give of his time and 

energy in the service of our school. 
 

RECYCLING HABITS 
 

The Grade Recycling Competition held in Week 6 focussed on the collection of tin recyclables.  

The winners were the Grade Two and Grade Five classes who were rewarded with a free Civvies 

Day and ice-bite treats. 
 

In Week 9 the challenge was to collect as much paper as possible.  A record was set – 176 bags 

of paper in ONE day!  The total for the week was 576 black bags full.  The winners of this drive 

were Grades Two and Four.  This wonderful effort has given us the courage to issue you all with 

a new challenge for Term 2: 750 black bags filled with paper in one week – it can be done!  
 

On Tuesday, 26 March 2013 a “Can Animal” Fun Day was held on the South Field.  These 

exciting creations designed by imaginative learners demonstrated that recyclables can very 

easily be converted into must-have art and other décor items – the possibilities for enthusiastic 

entrepreneurs are endless! 
 

The most exciting recycling news of the moment is that BPS WON the February 2013 The 

Glass Recycling Company’s school competition in the Cape Peninsula sector.  We achieved the 

first prize of R1 500,00 with our total of 4 688kg of glass.  We were way ahead of the second 

prize winners who collected 1 004kg.  THANK YOU SO MUCH to our eager and supportive 

school families – we did it and WE CAN DO IT AGAIN!  There are four more months of this 

competition to go and it would be wonderful if BPS could be the winners at least one more time.  

Let’s do it. 
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Please keep the recyclables coming into our Depot – committed recycling does make a big 
difference – to our planet and to our school funds.  It is “easy money”, it just needs to 
become a household habit.  
 

THANK YOU 
 

Many thanks to all concerned on our school staff, Educator, Administrative and Maintenance, 

our learners and their parents and extended families for making our Fun Run/Food Fair/Garage 

& Attic Sale the successful event which we all enjoyed on Saturday, 16 March 2013.  We 

realized a sum of R35 702,00 – a tidy sum for our savings.  A huge vote of thanks is also due to 

our school families for the wonderful prizes which were sent in – a truly heartening response. 
 

The Lions Club of Bergvliet’s annual Easter Egg Collection drew an equalling heart-warming 

response from our BPS family – literally hundreds of chocolate eggs were collected to bring joy 

to many children this Easter season.  BPS families always go more than the extra mile and we 

are very proud of this track-record of giving to those less fortunate than ourselves. 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP INFO 
 

Attached to this newsletter is an updated School Uniform Price List.  Please keep it in a useful 

place for easy reference when needed.  Mrs Fiona Schwimmbacher will open the Uniform Shop 

on SATURDAY, 04 MAY 2013 FROM 09.00 – 11.00 for the convenience of parents who are 

unable to visit during the Monday, Wednesday and Friday times of 07.30 – 08.30. 
 

Children will have to be wearing full Winter uniform from MONDAY, 06 MAY 2013 – Week 

5 of Term 2. 
 

Once again it must be stressed that UNLESS ITEMS OF CLOTHING AND OTHER 

POSSESSIONS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL ARE CLEARLY MARKED WITH THE FULL NAME OF 
THE OWNER, there is no way of proving ownership.  Marking one’s possessions does not, 

unfortunately, guarantee their return when lost, but it certainly increases the chances of you 

getting them back.  Parents are reminded that not all lost items find their way to Lost Property 

– many items are simply irretrievable lost “somewhere at school” or taken home in error by 

another learner.  Each term before the Lost Property Sale, Mrs Laura Anne Williams goes 

through all the lost possessions languishing in the Lost Property Room, and those which are 

marked efficiently are returned to their owners via the teachers.  Only unmarked and 

indistinctly marked clothing is sold at these sales and the proceeds are given to the Animal 

Rescue Organisation – the school does not profit in any way from the money raised. 

The bottom line is simple:  if you value your possessions you will take the time to ensure that 

they are adequately marked. 
 

USEFUL REMINDERS 
 

Buy prepaid electricity online or via mobile banking with MySchool partner power24.co.za. 

Remember to keep your MySchool card handy at all times when out shopping – swiping this card 

raises money for our school. 
 

A new MySchool initiative, Swipe for Africa, offers three grand prizes for participating 

schools as well as weekly prizes for learners.  Read more about this promotion on 

www.swipeforafrica.co.za/schools.   

http://www.swipeforafrica.co.za/schools
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In Term 2 BPS will be sending home leaflets for participation in the GetAhead WinACar 

Competition which will run for 2 weeks – keep your eyes open for this upcoming initiative. 
 

The Bergvliet Tennis Club/Atlantic Tennis Academy will be holding a weekly Ladies Tennis 

Clinic from Friday, 15 March 2013, 09.00 – 10.00, with group coaching and some social play.  If 

you are interested in joining this group kindly contact Andre on 082 375 7711, as booking is 

essential. 
 

Wynberg Girls’ High School Old Girls’ Union will once again hold their Wool for Wonders 

campaign in April.  They are appealing for donations and/or sponsorship of wool which can be 

used by knitting groups, especially in old-age homes, to knit the jerseys, beanies and dolls which 

are donated to charities around Cape Town.  If you are able to assist please email Michelle 

Edwards at marketing@wynghs.co.za or telephone the school on 021 – 764 2231.  Here at BPS 

we would like to embark on a similar campaign this winter.  Please contact Mrs Bettie 

Shaban, our Events Co-Ordinator, at the School Office if you would like to be part of this 

labour of love, either by donating wool or by knitting garments for gifting to needy causes. 
 

Next term we will be holding a Civvies Day with a difference.  On Friday, 14 June 2013 

children may wear civvies in support of the Help the Rural Child Charity.  Instead of paying 

money, learners will be given a packet to fill with donated clothes or books which this charity 

will be able to sell in their shop.  On Wednesday, 19 June 2013, the organisation will display 

an assortment of second-hand childrens’ books and our learners will have the opportunity to 

view and purchase these books. 
 

A new development scheduled for this year is the formation of a Scholar Patrol at BPS, for 

which training will be provided by the City of Cape Town Traffic Department.  Rules of the 

Road (The Highway Code) must be observed and it has become increasingly apparent that many 

of the road users who visit our school need reminding of just what these road rules entail.  We 

have, unfortunately, been made aware of the deep unhappiness and concern of our neighbours in 

the properties surrounding our school campus, regarding illegal parking practices and many 

other breaches of the Highway Code by motorists visiting BPS.  

 

 

L S L DE BEER 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
REPLY SLIPS 

 

NEWSLETTER: 28 MARCH 2013 

 

LEARNER’S NAME: ...............................………..………………...     GRADE: ……….. 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: .........……………......... …..      DATE: …................. 

 

mailto:marketing@wynghs.co.za
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BERG-ADS 
 

Please note that Bergvliet Primary School does not endorse the advertising material sent home to 
parents. We see this form of advertising purely as a source of revenue for the school. 

 

 SUNNY SKIES NURSERY SCHOOL: Provides after care facilities for children up to 

Grade 2. Transport is provided from within the Bergvliet Primary premises. We also have a holiday 

care program during the holidays for all children. For further details please contact Daneel on 

0217125657 or 0827813080. 

 JOLLY JAMMERS REGISTERED AFTERCARE FACILITY: Open from 1pm – 6pm, Monday to Friday. 

Kids are picked up from school, also open for school holidays. For more information call Michelle on 

021 7150850 or 0732843099. 

 WENDY’S SCHOOL TRANSPORT: Do you require safe transport to and from school? Please 

contact Wendy Fernandez on 021 7154565 or 0735408164. 

 Heathfield Trinity Aftercare, 50 Rochester Road Heathfield, Space available contact. Jo-Anne 

0217151382 or Tracy 0716095384, email - trinityaftercare@gmail.com 

 Transport available contact Gail Williams on 0823390410. 

 Transport at low prices available contact Richard Petersen on 0727808911 or 021 7074510. 

 Transport available for Bergvliet learners from Ottery, Grassy Park, Southfield and Plumstead 

contact Alston on 0836858902.  
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