
NEWSFLASH: WEDNESDAY, 26 FEBRUARY 2014 
 

STAFF & FAMILY NEWS 
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of Mrs Anna Schwimmbacher, mother-in-law of Mrs 
Fiona Schwimmbacher, our Clothing Shop Manager, on Friday, 31 January 2014.  Mrs 
Schwimmbacher Snr was always a very willing helper at the School Clothing Shop, especially on 
our Grade R and Grade One Orientation Mornings.  We will remember her smile, her kindness 
and her eagerness to be of assistance to our school.  We extend our sympathy to her loved ones, 
who we trust will be granted strength in this time of great sadness by the wealth of happy 
memories she left behind. 
 

At the end of January we said a temporary farewell to our Grade 7 educator, Mrs Sanette 
Voges, who has been seconded to the WCED for this year, where she will assist other schools in 
our District  with their literacy and numeracy programmes, as well as other educational matters.  
We congratulate her on her selection to the position, and wish her a very happy and productive 
year.  We welcome back Miss Peta-Ann Drake, a familiar face to the BPS family from her 
teacher training days,  who will teach Mrs Voges’ 2014 Grade Seven learners.  Miss Drake is well 
prepared for this role as she is fully acquainted with the procedures and results-driven 
expectations at BPS. 
 

We extend our warm congratulations to Mr Alphonso Apolles (Grade Seven educator) on his 
appointment to a promotion post at Star of the Sea Convent School in St James, where he will fill 
the position of Education Specialist (HOD) from Term Two.  Mr Apolles commenced his work at 
BPS in January 2006 and has become a respected, dependable and familiar face to all in the BPS 
family.  We shall miss his presence in the school, his infectious chuckle when something amused 
him, and his willingness to assist wherever needed, especially on the sportsfield.  We offer him 
our very best wishes for this new challenge to his career and trust that he will enjoy much 
happiness and fulfilment.  Interviews to select a candidate to fill a contract position in Grade 
Seven until 31 December 2014 are under way. 
 

RECYCLING UPDATE 
  

Bergvliet Primary School families are to be praised and thanked for their enthusiastic, 
continued and very profitable commitment to our Recycling ethos.  We have greatly increased 
the amounts of recyclable materials passing through our Depot, and as a result we have 
raised more money for our school.  We are so pleased to note that in many households 
belonging to our school a very efficient and sustainable recycling habit has been established – 
these are life-long habits which children will take with them into their own homes one day.  
Recycling is one very positive way in which individuals can have a direct impact upon the 
protection and conservation of our environment. 
 

With our dedication to saving and salvaging each and every item of glass recycling  within our 
reach, we were able to amass a grand total of 11,7 tonnes of glass by the end of  January.   
WELL DONE BPS!   
 

PLASTIC RECYCLING: Please carefully check to ensure that the plastic recyclables which you 
send to the Depot are marked underneath with the number 1 or the number 2 – these recyclables 
include milk bottles, cooldrink bottles, etc.  It would be most helpful to the staff who work at the 
Recycling Depot if you would remove and discard the plastic lids of these beverage containers 
before they leave your home.    



We would also like to remind parents that they are most welcome to deposit/post their 
own recycling when they drop off or collect their children each day.  This would not take more 
than a few minutes and would make a great deal of difference to the workload of the ground staff 
at the school. 
 

If there are any parents or family members who would like to spend some of their 
free time doing some very worth-while “community service”at the Recycling Depot, 
we urge them to contact our Estate Manager, Mr Eddie Kruger, Cellphone No. 082 
8080173, to discuss this. 
 

GOOD NEWS TO MAKE US GLAD 
 

2013 WCED Systemic Test Results 
 

We are pleased to share the results of these tests, which are developed according to the 
Curriculum framework, and show the pass percentage (50%) results of BPS: 
 

Grade 3 Mathematics   100% pass rate 
Grade 3 Language    90,2% pass rate 
 

Grade 6 Mathematics   95,2% pass rate 
Grade 6 Language    100% pass rate 
 

We congratulate our teachers, parents and pupils on these excellent results.  Thank 
you to our teachers who work zealously  to ensure quality education, and to all our parents who 
support the teachers, and the children, by ensuring that learners arrive timeously each school 
day, well-equipped with the necessary tools,  homework  preparation completed, to spend a 
fruitful, quality day at school. 
 

At a special function held by the WCED on Tuesday evening, 18 February 2014, our efforts 
were rewarded with a certificate and R20 000,00 to purchase educational resources for 
our school.     
 

Of particular interest is the fact that of the 21 schools in our Circuit ( Circuit Two) Bergvliet 
Primary School was the only school to achieve 100% pass rate in Mathematics (Grade Three) and 
100% pass rate in Literacy (Grade Six).  Well done BPS – what a team!  
 

Camp Out Fundraiser 
 

On Friday, 07 February 2014 the South Field was covered with tents – this annual, very popular 
fundraiser, brought in a most useful R28 007,50.    We say a very big thank you to all 
those who once again assisted to make this function a happy success.  The parents who helped to 
cook bacon and eggs, those who so diligently patrolled the grounds, and those who assisted at the 
Tuck Shop, are part of our wonderful BPS team effort – we are so proud to have hands-on 
parents to call upon to ensure that our fundraisers go on from year to year.  
 

Congratulations & Commendations 
Josh Jeffery (Grade 3M) participated in KSISAS (Karate) 2014 Regional Championships at UCT 
Sports Centre on Saturday, 01 February, where he was awarded Gold in the Boys Kata 8 – 9 years, 
and Bronze in the Boys Kumite 8 – 9 years divisions respectively. 
 

Blake Cupido (Grade 6H) participated in the Jack Currie Championship 2014 swimming gala 
during the first weekend of February, where he achieved a Bronze medal in the Boys 11 years 50m 
breast-stroke and a Silver medal in the 200m breast-stroke in that age group. 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

Helen O’Grady Drama Academy took a number of photographs at the Class Drama 
Evenings last year, and Mrs Shaban has a selection of these for sale at a cost of R5,00 each.  
Visit Mrs Shaban at the School Office to make your choice. 
 

The School Uniform Shop would like to notify parents that there has been an increase in the 
price of certain uniform items as from 10 February 2014.   
Please note that learners who are in the queue to be served at the School Shop will be allowed 
to move to the front of the line, ahead of parents, in order to ensure that they do not miss 
any classroom time waiting to be served.  We ask parents to exercise understanding and patience 
in this regard. 
 

We encourage children who are old enough to visit the Clothing Shop without the 
supervision of a parent to do so – it is good for their sense of self-assurance and 
independence to shop for themselves. 
 

Timeous delivery of learners to school in the morning and collection of children after school 
activities have finished, is of great importance.  PUNCTUALITY is an essential component in 
the structure of an organised, successful and stress-free life.  Children who frequently arrive late, 
for no valid reason other than tardiness, exhibit inconsiderate behaviour, disrupting 
lessons for their classmates, and often causing themselves great embarrassment.  In the 
afternoon children who are left waiting endlessly for their lift providers become bored, restless 
and anxious.  They visit the office asking for use of the telephone to check where their lift-
providers are – it is not possible for the Office Staff to allow the use of the school 
telephones on a regular basis to children who are repeatedly forced to wait for great lengths 
of time to be collected.  The Office is well aware of the fact that traffic congestion does play a role, 
meetings can run late, accidents do happen, but there are also a number of children who are 
“abandoned” after school and left to wait aimlessly, often getting themselves into some mischief 
or other through sheer boredom.  Please ensure that you make adequate and reliable 
arrangements for the collection of your child each day, making sure that you discuss the plans 
for the day, to minimize anxiety and delays.  
 

We advise parents that the Rainbow Books provided by the WCED will be used at BPS in 
various ways, including: 
 

Classroom exercises 
 

Homework exercises 
 

Revision and extension work 
 

Holiday practise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Alphen Way Traffic 
 

Once again it has become necessary to remind parents of the great importance of OBSERVING 
THE RULES OF THE ROAD, showing courteous behaviour and exercising patience at all times.  
This entrance to the school is surrounded by many residential properties and we 
must always pay heed to the right of access which must be given to these property owners.  Please 
ensure that driveways to homes are not obstructed by unlawful parking and stopping.  
Always bear in mind that your actions are being observed by your child – they see how you handle 
situations and learn from your behaviour.  
 
Use your MySchool card whenever possible – we raised R2 829,43 in December 2013 from 
BPS families’ swipes, considerably more than the R1 938,09 made in November last year.  Keep it 
up shoppers! 
 

Our FUN RUN WITH FOOD, GAMES & MORE FUN will take place on Saturday, 15 
MARCH 2014, with the first timed walk/run setting out at 08.30.  We are eagerly anticipating 
your enthusiastic all-round involvement – our second-hand book stall and the plant stall would 
appreciate donations of books, magazines, plants, seedlings or even cash to purchase items.   
An additional letter detailing information about this fundraiser went home today. 
 

Application forms for Grade R-2015 and Grade One-2015 are available from Mrs Laura 
Anne Williams at the Admissions Desk.  Parents are reminded of the fact that siblings of current 
learners at our school are granted an interview, but not an automatic placement, as laid down in 
our School Admissions Policy.  
 

BPS After School Care Centre 
 

If your child is enrolled at the BPS After School Care Centre, we would appreciate feed-back on 
whether you intend to use the facility during the forthcoming April School 
Holidays.  If numbers permit we may be able to include children who are not regular ASC 
learners.  Kindly complete the reply slip below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE BPS NEWSDESK 
 
****************************************************************************** 

REPLY SLIP REGARDING HOLIDAY USE OF ASC CENTRE AT BPS 
 
My child ………………………………………………………………, Grade …………………, is a regular BPS After 
School Care learner. 
 

We will / will not (circle appropriate choice) be using the ASC Centre during the April School 
Holidays. 
 
PARENT’S SIGNATURE ……………………………………………..  DATE ………………………………………….. 


