
 
     NEWSFLASH: WEDNESDAY, 29 MAY 2013 
 
  

 NOTEWORTHY NEWS 
 

On Wednesday, 08 May 2013, our Grade Two educator, Mrs Meri Tester and her family 
welcomed the arrival of the newest member of the Tester family, RACHEL ELIZABETH TESTER, 
who weighed in at 3,2kg.  We wish them many joy-filled, precious family years together. Mrs 
Smith will be holding the Grade Two Tester fort until Mrs Tester returns in September this year. 
At our After School Care Centre we said goodbye to Ms Claire Raffray at the end of April, and 
we are pleased to have Mrs Annie Devine back at the ASC facility until a suitable replacement 
for Ms Raffray is appointed. 
 

Angela Doidge, Vice-Principal of the Helen O‟Grady Drama Academy, who is well-known and 
well-loved here at BPS will shortly be moving to the USA to further her career in drama.  She will 
be greatly missed and we wish her the very best for her future plans. We welcome Anastacia 
Isaacs to our school where she will be taking over Angela’s classes – she is also Head of Training 
for the Academy.  
As advised at the first Parent-Educator Meeting of the year, held on 22 January 2013, one of our 
focus areas this year will be the promotion and encouragement of good, healthy , social 
interaction amongst our children. 
 

In 2011 we focussed on “respectful” behaviour;  in 2012 we emphasized “kindness”, and this 
year we will endeavour to be “Bergvliet Buddies”.  You will no doubt have observed the 
interesting and thought-provoking words painted upon various outside walls of our school 
buildings which are there to encourage positive attitudes and behaviour choices in our learners. 
On Friday, 24 May 2013, during Assembly, the children were each presented with a green “BPS 

Buddy”bracelet ,which will become part of our school uniform for the duration of this campaign.  
The bracelets will belong to the school and should not be defaced or damaged in any way at all.  
Should a learner disappoint by not behaving in the manner expected of a “Bergvliet Buddy”, it 
may be necessary for the bracelet to be retrieved from the learner until he or she has re-earned 
the right to wear it once again – this would, of course, be when the child displays the correct and 
appropriate behaviour. 
 

PARENTS WHO WISH TO BECOME “BERGVLIET BUDDIES”MAY PURCHASE BRACELETS 
FROM MRS BETTIE SHABAN IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE AT A COST OF R10,00 EACH.   

Lost BPS Buddy bracelets will cost R10,00 to replace. 
 

At the Inter-Schools General Knowledge  Quiz hosted by Rondebosch Boys’Preparatory School 
on Friday, 03 May 2013, the BPS team acquitted themselves very well. Our team members are 
Zia Lawrence and Dylan Baron (Gr 7V), Aileen Lee, Sean Petersen and Tariro Wafawarowa (Gr 
7H) and Jae-Yoon Kim (Gr 7A), who will progress to the Second Round, having accumulated a 
total of 66 points, a personal best for our school team. 
 

Bergvliet Primary School’s entrants to the 2013 Pick „n Pay Spell Check Competition Regional 
Finals, held on 07 May 2013 at the Good Hope Centre, Cape Town, were Tanweer Dalvie, 
Alexander Stempels (both Gr 6N) and Ariyaana Cader (Gr 6H).  Ninety-one schools were present, 
represented by 273 learners.  Tanweer and Ariyaana continued through into the top third of the 
contestants (69 learners), but were unfortunately eliminated in the following round which 
required a 100% score.  The top school in the Western Cape region was Turfhall Primary, 
followed by Rondebosch Boys and Herschel Girls.   
 
Shaun Butler (Gr 6N) earned a certificate from the Ryan Maron Academy for Most Improved 
Cricketer. 



 
Kade Whyte (Gr 3M) achieved a second place in the South African Regional Pokeman 
Tournament which took place during the past school holiday – in June he will travel to 
Johannesburg to compete in the South African National Tournament. 
 

Mia Rose Ah-Sing (Gr 5M) does ballet with the CAFDA Ballet School – their 9 – 10 year old 
group achieved a first place at the Cape Town Eisteddfod, held recently at the Sea Point Civic 
Centre. 
 

Mishqah Goliath (Gr 7A) has been awarded Western Province colours and will be part of the U13 
WP Hockey Team. 
 

Josh Jeffery (Gr 2B) received a Bronze Medal for Karate in the 7 – 8 year old group at Regional 
Championship 3 held at UCT Sports Centre on 11 May 2013.   
 

The Staff Cloakrooms have been given a very welcome revamp – it is wonderful what a fresh new 
coat of paint in just the right shade and the addition of a few necessary accessories can do for 
morale – much appreciation is extended for this make-over, with special thanks to Mr Eddie 
Kruger and Mrs Fiona van der Linde for their sterling efforts. 
 

As part of our ongoing Maintenance and Renewal Programme, the school’s netball/tennis 
courts were resurfaced and unveiled at an informal “ceremony”on Wednesday, 08 May 2013, 
just before the afternoon’s netball matches commenced. 
 

Other  projects which are under way  include the refreshment of ablution facilities, upgrading 
of Maintenance Staff Restroom, renewal of paintwork, replacement of door locks, addition of new 
lighting as well as deep cleaning procedures and plumbing improvements. 
   
We have upgraded our perimeter security with the erection of new Vibracrete fencing on a 
section of the Alphen Way boundary, including a portion of the border with the Bergvliet Sports 
Association. 
 

A spring-cleaning of some of the storage rooms situated at various points in our school 
building has taken place, removing unwanted items and making more space available. 
  

ON THE ROAD 
 

Bergvliet Primary School has launched its own Scholar Patrol which commenced its services on 
Monday, 13 May 2013.  This group  comprises specially trained Grade Six learners who have 
volunteered for this very responsible and community-minded task.   Training was provided by 
the Directorate of Road Safety Management.  Their duties will be from 07.20 until 07.50 in the 
morning.  We ask parents to give this project their whole-hearted support, encouraging and 
motivating our children by always showing an example of courteous, considerate and safe road-
user behaviour. 
We entreat parents to USE THIS SAFE CONTROLLED CROSSING as the designated route to 

reaching the gate in both Childrens Way and Alphen Way in the morning.  There is no sense in 
setting up such a facility and having it utilised by only a portion of the learners.  
Motorists who ignore the directions of those on Scholar Patrol duty will be reported to the 
Traffic Authority. 
 

Learners who are on Scholar Patrol must be at school timeously – should any of the team 
not be present when required, it would mean that the entire morning’s patrol activities would be 
disrupted as the teams only proceed to their stations once all the learners on duty are present.  
 

In order to improve the situation regarding traffic build-up in Alphen Way at school drop-
off/collection times, we approached the City Councillor for our Ward, Mrs Penny East, who was 
instrumental in the City approving the addition of extra off-street parking bays for 
approximately nine motor vehicles. 
 



We have once again, unfortunately, been advised by one of our parents of the general attitude of 
selfish, inconsiderate and indeed dangerous driving and parking practices displayed by 
certain persons collecting learners from our school.  Motor vehicles can inflict extremely 
severe and life-threatening damage to the human body, even at very slow speed, and in order to 
avoid any such trauma, it is of paramount importance that drivers always  proceed with due 
caution, vigilance and patience.  We know that  our parents would be devasted should any harm 
befall one of our children due to careless behaviour on the road. 
 

MANY THANKS 
 

In response to our sms plea for donations of sitting-room furniture for the refurbishment of our 
Maintenance Staff Restroom, we would like to say a very grateful thank you to: Ms L Weaver 
(Liam and Tyron) for a television set, television cabinet and recliner chair and Ms M Bayley 
(Caitlyn and Dillan Rix) for a couch.  If any other parents have useful, but unwanted items of 
furniture (especially diningroom/lounge chairs and tables) or carpets or rugs which we could put 
to good use in this Restroom, we would love to receive them. 
 

We say a rather belated thank you to the Moosa family (Habeeb) for their gift of a number of 
indigenous Clivia lilies which have been planted under the Principal’s Office window in the Peace 
Quad, and have rooted well.  These plants have a long life and will grace the garden for years to 
come. 
 

The Animal Rescue Organisation sent BPS a letter of thanks for the tins of petfood and the 
proceeds of our Lost Property Sales totalling R815,00.  They are very grateful for our  
regular donations as their work for the animals in under-privileged areas is immense and on-
going.  We remind parents that marking possessions clearly with the name of the owner greatly 
increases the chances of children being able to confidently identify their lost items of clothing, 
lunch-boxes, juice-bottles, etc. 
 

Our Karaoke Evening held on Friday, 03 May 2013, afforded much enjoyment to all 
participants, and raised the sum of R4 925,00 for our school. We would like to thank all those 
who purchased tickets for their enthusiasm and support of BPS. 
 

VARIOUS IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

It is the responsibility of the School Governing Body to review the school policies from time to 
time.  The following policies were reviewed and signed on Thursday, 16 May 2013 and may be 
read on the school’s website, under  About Us – Code of Conduct: 
Abuse No More 
Bullying. 
 

Cellular phones should NOT be brought to school.  Should learners need to contact parents in 
case of any sort of emergency or ill-health, the School Office will phone for them.  If parents deem 
it imperative for a child to be in possession of a cell phone during the course of the day, that 
phone MUST BE SWITCHED OFF, and must remain safely in the child’s possession, as the 

school CANNOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFETY OF THESE ITEMS.  If learners use their 
phones during school hours for any unauthorised reason whatsoever, the phone will be removed 
to a place of safekeeping in the Office and the learner concerned will have to provide two large 
tins of petfood (or four small tins) for its return.  This is donated to the Animal Rescue 
Organisation. 
 

One louse, many lice!  These determined little critters are NOT what you want to find on your 
child’s scalp.  Nevertheless infestations of lice are extremely common amongst school-going 
children, so should you make this unfortunate discovery, we ask you to phone the School Office 
to notify us, so that a letter can be sent home to all children in the class detailing the method of 
dealing with the problem.  A visit to the pharmacy will provide you with quick, effective means of 
eradication. 
 



When delivering children to school in the morning it is best to say a fond and quick goodbye – 
lingering at classrooms doors or on the school grounds merely delays the start of your child’s 
day.  Parents are reminded that a visit to the Office is the means of ensuring that forgotten 
items are given to learners – impromptu, unauthorised visits to the classroom at any time 

of the day are strongly discouraged.  
 

It is very important to nurture a well-developed sense of punctuality in your child and school-
days are a time when good time-keeping is of the essence.  We are using a new computer 
programme in the administration sector which requires the educators to submit their class 
registers early in the day.  This means that children who arrive late will be marked absent, 
necessitating time-consuming alterations to register records.  Please ensure that you deliver 
your child to school with time to spare – the bell rings at 07.40!   
 

If you wish to apply for a place in Reception Grade at BPS in 2014 (children born in 2008) or 
Grade One in 2014 (children born in 2007) you should see Mrs Laura Anne Williams in 
Admissions as soon as possible.  There are a limited number of places in our classrooms and 

even applicants with siblings already at the school, are required to submit their application 
forms timeously.    
 

The Bursar reminds those who have outstanding school fee accounts to attend to the matter 
speedily or to contact her to discuss their situation.  We thank all parents who remain 
committed to their undertaking to pay their school fees fully, timeously and regularly.  
The dedicated support of the parent body enables the school to maintain and develop its existing 
infrastructure, ensuring the continuance of our quality education and record of excellence.  A 
simple example of just how much money is necessary to run a small sector of our “school 
business” is illustrated by the fact that we have spent the sum of R45 000 on bus transport 
to sports fixtures during the course of this term alone.  
 

Always keep your MySchool card with you when shopping to ensure that BPS receives the 
benefit of your spending. 
 

Do make sure that you have highlighted our upcoming fundraiser, the Sports Derby Day on 
SATURDAY, 08 JUNE 2013.   Sponsor cards are to be completed and returned with the money 
by MONDAY, 03 JUNE 2013 at the latest. 
  
Read the letter which you should have received today concerning our latest fundraising 
opportunity – the set of 10 cards and envelopes with artwork designed by your child. 
 

ARE YOU ABLE TO ASSIST? 
 

We would like to be able to open the Tuckshop on the South Field during the afternoon match 
sessions – a recent trial session revealed that this would indeed be popular with our own and 
visiting players.  We are thus appealing to any parents who would be available to assist with 
selling cooldrinks and snacks in the afternoons to enlist their support.  A good response would 
enable us to draw up a roster of helpers, and obviously the more helping hands we have, the less 
duties will be necessary for each individual.  Please respond to Mrs Bettie Shaban at the School 
Office with your offers of assistance.  
 

A local church congregation is attempting to gather a collection of children‟s coats to 
donate to worthy causes this winter.  If there are any outgrown, unused, but still in good 
condition, raincoats/jackets lying in cupboards at home, we will be very happy to pass these on 
for you.  Your donations can be deposited in the box provided for this purpose at the Reception 
Office at BPS. 
 

Our School Clothing Shop Convenor, Mrs Fiona Schwimmbacher, would very much 
appreciate some assistance in the shop.  If anyone is able to offer her one hour a week, on a 
Monday, Wednesday or Friday, please contact her on 082 3509647 or email her at 
smiley2@iafrica.com.  

mailto:smiley2@iafrica.com


 
OUR RECYCLING EFFORTS 

 

Bergvliet Primary School you have done it!!  We won The Glass Recycling Company’s monthly 
schools’competition in the Cape Peninsula for the second month running.  This was due to the 
3271kg of glass removed from our igloos during the month of March.  The winning school in the 
Greater Durban and Pietermaritzburg areas collected 5084kg and in Gauteng the first prize 
winner collected 2700kg for March.   
 

The April figures placed us in second position in the Peninsula schools’ line-up (a bit 
disappointing as we were aiming for three firsts in a row).  However, this marvellous effort proves 
that once we have established a sustainable recycling routine at home, with each family 
participating, BPS IS UNSTOPPABLE!   In the same way we can greatly increase the amount of 
paper, tin and plastic which we collect each day by ensuring that NOTHING WHICH CAN BE 
RECYCLED IS PUT INTO THE COUNCIL REFUSE SYSTEM, but is brought to our BPS Recycling 
Depot.  Many thanks to all our families for this great teamwork – benefitting the family, the school 
and the planet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FROM THE BPS NEWSDESK  
 

 


