
BERGVLIET PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Dear Parents, 

 
As you read this newsletter, you are hopefully still reaping the benefits of a glorious long weekend of 
good weather and relaxing family time.  In a previous newsletter, Bergvliet Primary was described as a 
busy and happening school. This statement will no doubt hold true for Term Two, when we anticipate an 
agenda crammed with learning, playing, fundraising, outreach, and very importantly, BPS family team-

work, thus ensuring our place in the community of high achieving schools in our Province.  

  

The term started with Parent-Teacher interviews, discussing the progress made by your children during 
the First Term. We trust that they have listened to the advice given, as this will enable them to make 
steady strides forward on their academic pathway. One of our buzz words this year is BELIEVE, and 
our learners are constantly reminded that they can achieve anything which they put their minds to, as 

long as they hold fast to an essential belief in their own abilities and their potential to succeed. 

 

We recently hosted a most successful Grade 1 Parent Workshop, where parents were given a glimpse 
into the dynamic world of the classroom, and were also armed with useful tips and tools for consolidat-
ing and building up the classroom teaching on the home front, with special emphasis on Mathematics 

Problem-solving, Reading and Phonics. 

The extra-mural programme is in full swing, with regular sport matches played with much enthusiasm 
against teams from other schools.  Our choir participated in the  FACETS competition at Sans Souci 
Girls’ High School, and a group of learners participated in the Public Speaking and Natural Science 
competition section of this programme (read more about this later). Our 2016 Helen O’Grady Drama 
Evenings, showcasing the amazing talents of BPS learners, commenced with the Grade 7’s performing 

three Shakespearean plays – details further on in the newsletter. 

 

We were thrilled and gratified by the huge success of our participation in the Clothes for Cash drive, and 
we thank everyone who responded to this call and helped to achieve the overwhelming outcome. (see 

the article on page 3) 

One of the goals which we encourage BPS learners to strive for, is to develop the ability to think critical-
ly, creatively and also independently, as these vital skills will ensure the emergence of problem-solving, 
lateral thinkers, who will be greatly empowered to lead, teach and mentor others in the journey through 
school and beyond. We have embarked on a thinking skills programme, using Edward De Bono’s con-
cept of utilising Six Hats to solve problems. During the course of the year we will keep you informed of 

the progress that is being made in the classroom in this regard.  

4  May 2016  

FRO M  T H E  H E A D M A S T E R ’ S  D E S K  

Dates to Diarise 

• 4 May: Gr 6 Helen o’ 
Grady Evening 

• 5 May: Senior & Junior 
Choir Eistoford at 
Wynberg Boys High 

• 6 May: Cake Sale—Gr 4 

• 10 May: Gr 4 Helen o’ 
Grady Drama Evening 

• 11 May: Gr 5 Helen o’ 
Grady Drama evening 

• 20 & 21 May: School 
Production  

• 24 May: Gr 4V Outing 

• 25 May: Gr 4L Outing 

• 26 May: Gr 4W Outing 

For more Term 2 dates 
please visit the    
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Headmaster’s Desk 1 

Tribute: Mrs Hepburn 1 

SGB Elections 2 

FACETS competition 2 

Fundraising Term 2 2 

Clothes for Cash 3 

Cool2B Kind  3 

  BPS NEWS ISSUE  4 

T R I B U T E  T O  M R S  H E P B U R M  

Mrs Sharon Hepburn, our School Administrator and Principal’s 
Secretary since January 2009, has decided to retire and pursue a 
new venture in her life. We wish to thank her for her dedicated  
service to Bergvliet Primary’s learners, parents and staff. She has 
been a real asset and will be missed by all. In the interim, while the 
Governing Body concludes the application and interview process to 
find and appoint her replacement employee, Mrs Vermeulen will be 
the Acting School Administrator and Principal’s Secretary, and Mrs 

Jacobs will hold the fort at the Reception Desk.  
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M U S I C  D E PA R T M E N T  – CH OI R  

4  May 2016 

SERVIMUS —SGB ELECTIONS   

F U N D R A I S I N G  E V E N T — T E R M  2  

Thank you to all parents who cast their votes at the recent SGB By-Election to fill the three vacancies. Congratula-
tions to Mr Ralph Freese, Ms Tara Kuhn and Mr Gavin Young, who have been elected to serve as parent members 
on our Governing Body. They join Mr Alphonso Apolles (our Chairperson) and Mrs Melanie Thomas. We will post 
updated photos of these parents on our D6 and school websites, including information pertaining to the portfolios 

which they hold on our SGB. 

Our Term 2 Fundraiser will be the ever popular school Variety Concert which will take place on Friday 20 May and Saturday 
21 May 2016. This year it will be a show with a difference, as we will take you on a journey through the BPS TV channels. 
The tickets for the show will be on sale from the Bursars Office from Monday 9 May 2016 
If you are able to assist Mrs. Shaban and our Bergvliet Primary Parents Association in any way please do not hesitate to 

contact the office.  

  

The WOOLWORTHS, MY SCHOOL CARD continues to raise much needed funds for our school, which helps with the up-
grades of the facilities at school. This month 434 swipes were done, which generated R3056,73. Thank you for swiping. 
Should you not have a card or Bergvliet Primary is not your beneficiary, please contact Mrs. Shaban and she will assist you 

in becoming a proudly Bergvliet Primary supporter.  

On Tuesday evening, 19 April, the BPS Senior Choir participated in the FACETS Competition held at Sans Souci Girls’ High 
School.  Nine choirs competed in this event. The competition was tough and the standard was very high.  It was their first 
public appearance at a competition or Eisteddfod this year. Our choir sang beautifully and earned a score of 85% from the 
judges. We are very proud of the choir’s achievement. Their next competition will be at The Cape Town Eisteddfod which will 

be held at Wynberg Boys’ High School.   

G R A D E  1  PA R E N T  WO R K S H O P  
Thank you to all parents who attended the Grade 1 Parent workshop earlier this term. The aim and of the workshop was to 
give our parents a glimpse into the classroom and to assist parents in helping their children with Mathematics methodology, 
Problem Solving, Reading, the use of technology to make homework and learning fun, sharing useful educational websites 

and how to teach phonics. 

FAC ETS  C O M P E T I T I O N  @ S A N S  S O U C I  G I R L S  H I G H   

 

Two of our learners, Caylin o’Kelly and Kezia Floris, competed in the recent FACETS Public 
Speaking Competition at Sans Souci High School. Both learners delivered their speeches 
confidently and well, with Caylin winning second place and Kezia third, in the Prepared 

Speech Section of the competition.    

  

 

Four of our Grade 7 learners represented BPS at the FACETS, Natural Science 

competition.  

Unfortunately, at the time of publishing this newsletter, the results are not yet known. Well 

done to Bibi-Aishah Balim, Jordan Heeger, Seth Strydom & Morag Cannoo for participating.  
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S E RV I M U S — C L O T H E S  F O R  C A S H  

BPS  I T ’ S  C O O L  2B  K I N D  C A M PA I G N  

We are pleased to announce a further development in our Tug of Life- Bully Awareness Campaign. The First Term's focus 
was about connecting the learners to their goals and values (goal person) and empowering them to make wise choices in  

order to achieve their goals. We also worked on developing their emotional as well as social skills. 

The Second Term's focus is where we work towards creating the shift in perception that “it's cool to be kind” by getting the 

learners to own the idea with the signing of the pledge and living the value of kindness.  

For this term and next term, we are all going to be given the opportunity to live kindness in the It’s Cool 2B Kind Campaign, 
which will consist of different monthly kindness tasks. Each month we will let you know what we will be focusing on for the 

month. 

This month, starting on 15th April and running until the 13th of May we are all encouraged to do random acts of kindness when-

ever we see an opportunity. 

This campaign is extremely beneficial and supports the reduction of bullying behaviour by putting the focus on the  
antithesis. The children are invited to share their stories of random acts of kindness  that they either did themselves, or that 
they experienced someone else doing for them. These stories are to be placed in the Kindness Box. The Kindness Box is 

placed opposite the Kangaroo Case, under the Grade 3 staircase. 

Every Thursday afternoon the box will be emptied and the top 3 stories will be chosen and shared at Assembly. The learners 
behind the random acts of kindness will be acknowledged and receive a small reward for their efforts. We look forward to our 

children embracing a lifestyle ethos of Kindness by displaying the values that we know they already possess. 

So let’s all open our hearts to each other and live kindness this month…I’m pretty sure you’re going to discover that being 

Kind Is Cool. ☺ 

After the success of our partnership with the Clothes For Cash exchange group (C2CX) last year, we decided the process was 
worth repeating. Each family was given a bag and asked to return it filled with unwanted clothing. As happened last time, the 
response was tremendous and our passages were soon lined with many full bags of clothing. One family donated boxes of 

brand new shirts!  

The co-ordinator of this project, Hillary Lane, had to hire a truck to collect over 2000kg of clothing! Now the sorting process at 
C2CX begins, and we eagerly await the news of how much this venture has raised for the school. We thank each family who 
supported this endeavour by sending in bags of clothing. We will let you know any news regarding money raised or prizes won 

as soon as we hear from C2CX.  



 

HE L E N  O ’ G R A DY  S E N I O R  P R I M A RY  D R A M A  E V E N I N G S  

 

We’re on the web. 

www.bergvlietprimary.co.za 

WOOLWORTHS AND MY SCHOOL CARD:  
 
Thank you to all family and friends who continue to swipe their MYSCHOOL 
card and have BPS as a beneficiary. Every swipe helps BPS, no matter how 
big or small. If you need a new card, please contact  Mrs Bettie Shaban who 

will gladly assist in ensuring that you receive a card. 

  

Our learners have now switched over to wearing the Winter Uniform. It seems like the switch has come at the right time with 
temperatures dropping alarmingly, especially in the morning. Thank you as always to all parents who ensure that their children 
are dressed neatly and correctly in the school uniform.  

Please be reminded that our Sport Uniform must be worn with predominantly white takkies.  

Our Grade 7’s kicked off our Helen o’ Grady Drama Evening with the performance of three Shakespeare plays. It was quite 
apt, as we have just celebrated the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare's death. The plays were well attended and the  
performances were superb and a real delight to watch. Every Grade 7 learner can be proud of their performance. The next 
Drama Evening will be held on Wednesday,  4 May 2016, which will be performed by our Grade 6 learners. Please support  

them and bring along a family friend as well. 

A S C E N S I O N  DA Y  5  M A Y  2 0 1 6  

Please note that Bergvliet Primary will not be closed on Ascension Day, Thursday 5 March 2016. It will be business as usual 
at BPS. Should you wish to take your child to church for a morning service, please feel free to do so, but please return your 

child to school thereafter.  

QU O T E  F O R  T H E  M O N T H  

“We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked and homeless. The poverty of being  
unwanted, unloved and uncared for is the greatest poverty. We must start in our own homes to remedy this 

kind of poverty.”  

W I N T E R  U N I F O R M — T E R M  2   


