
BERGVLIET PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Dear Parents 

 
As you read this, we will have come to the end of a very busy Term 1. It is inconceivable that time has 
passed so quickly, but as the saying goes “Time flies when you are having fun.” Many praiseworthy 
accomplishments have taken place over the course of this past term of which we may be justly proud, 
and indeed celebratory.   As a school community we should always be aware of our empowering motto, 
“Servimus” (Latin for “we serve”), reminding ourselves of the need to actively display evidence of our 
belief in our children and in our school, which will in turn lead to greater all-round effort, satisfactory 

teamwork and five star results. 

    

Here are just a few of the very pleasing highlights of this term which we are most happy to share with 
you:  Our Grade 5, 6 & 7 learners benefitted enormously from participating in the annual adventure of 
Grade Camps, which are traditionally spent at suitable educational camp sites across the Cape.  For 
many children this is the first time away from the nest for an extended period, giving them an insight into 
the independence of living away from home, making decisions and interacting with their peers – all 
wonderful learning opportunities.  Our learners have continued to excel on the sportsfield and in the 
swimming pool.  It is most gratifying to note that participation in sport and in cultural activities is on the 
increase.  The 2016 Musicthon was a note-worthy success with our talented musicians “wowing” their 
audience.  Four Grade 7 learners achieved top marks in a Mathematics competition in which 17 other 
local schools participated.  To add the topping of cream and cherries to our good news pudding, we are 
thrilled to be able to say that Bergvliet Primary has once again been recognised by the Western Cape 
Education Department as an education centre of excellence due to our superb results in Mathe-
matics and Language.   

Your support of the term’s fundraisers has been heart-warming, and a very successful Campout 2016 

and Soapbox Go-Kart Racing Day were enjoyed by all. 

 

These are just a few reasons to celebrate a successful term, and also an appropriate time to offer warm 
and substantial votes of thanks to all role-players – our dedicated teaching staff, our supportive parent 
body and our enthusiastic learners – who ensure that our school’s reputation as a happy, holistic haven 

of education is continued.  

  

I recently read a story  about the first man to travel faster than the speed of sound. Everyone who tried 
before had not succeeded. A gentleman by the name of Charles “Chuck” Yeager finally succeeded in 
October 1947. When asked how he managed to succeed where so many others had failed, he said that 
he did not take his hand off the throttle, he just persevered, kept going and believed that he could do it. 
 
I think that this should be an inspirational message to all of us, especially our learners. Despite all the 
challenges which appear in daily life including at school, we must always persevere and endeavour to 
do our best, never forfeiting our dreams and goals. Our learners are reminded constantly to be the best 

“me” that they can be. 

 

We wish you all a wonderful holiday, and to those who will be travellers on the road, exercise patience, 
consideration for others and safety first, to ensure that we all meet at the start of Term Two, refreshed 

and renewed, ready to tackle the Second Quarter of 2016. 

 

 We wish our families celebrating Easter a very happy, holy and blessed Easter Season. 

18  March 2016  

F RO M  T H E  H E A D M A S T E R ’S  D E S K  

Dates to Diarise 

• 5 April—Start of Term 

• 6 & 7 April—Parent 

Teacher Interviews 
16:00—19:00 

• 6 & 7 April—SGB By-

Election: 16:00—19:00 

• 8 April: Grade 5 Cake 

Sale 

• 11 April: Charity Drive—

Clothes for Cash 

• 12 April: Tug of Life 

Talks—Learners 

• 14 April: Grade 1 Parent 

Workshop in School Hall 

• 18 April: Official switch-

over to Winter Uniform 

For more Term 2 dates 
please visit   
D6  Communicator  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Headmaster’s Desk 1 

Servimus  2 

Musicthon 2 

School Uniform 2 

Parent –Teacher Meet 2 

SGB By-Election  3 

Creative Writing  3 
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Our uniform is part of our brand and gives us our sense of identity  Our learners must be commended this term for wearing their uniform 
with pride and looking so smart and neat. Next term, we will start wearing our Winter Uniform from Monday, 18 April onwards. Please 
ensure that all items of uniform is purchased timeously. Please be reminded that our Sport Uniform must be worn with predominantly 

white takkies.  
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M U S I C  D E PA R T M E N T  -

U N I F O R M—T E R M  2  

18  March 2016  

SERVIM US  

G R  R  S P O R T S  DAY  – 1 6  M A R C H  2 0 1 6  

These holidays may be a good time to have a spring clean! As part of our Outreach for next term, we will once more be 
partnering with the “Çlothes 2 Good’’organisation. They collect second-hand clothes which are then sold by entrepre-
neurs, providing much needed employment for them. Part of their outreach is to employ disabled people to sort the 
clothing. They also pay participating schools R5 a kg of clean, usable clothing, so it is a win-win situation! The bags will 
be sent home, one a family, in the first week of term. In the second week of next term, 11-15th of April, the bags are to 
be returned. Learners will receive a free Civvies Day for bringing in a bag of clothing. Please do not send in clothing 

before or after this week as storage is a problem. Also, toys and books are not part of this particular collection. 

Last year we raised over R7 800,00 with this initiative. Let’s see if we can better that total this year! 

 
Thank you to parents for regularly sending extra sandwiches on Thursdays, for supporting our ongoing recycling ethos, and for your 

generous donations of Easter Eggs. 

 Please show your support for the Market Toyota Dealership in Tokai as they have kindly offered their support to BPS – for further  

information please contact our Events Co-Ordinator, Mrs Bettie Shaban.    

The Grade R's spent an action packed morning racing around various fun courses set up on the South Field. Parents 

were encouraged to watch the events and enjoy a picnic with their children and classmates afterwards.  

 

The Musicthon Fundraiser was held on Saturday, 12 March 2016 at Bergvliet Primary 
School and was a great success. We raised a total of R4 119.50. Our pupils played for 
their moms and dads and this was an excellent performance experience for them. 
The children and parents were inspired by Mrs Gordon’s band  called  
3 Dimensions and a motivational speech presented by Mrs Vanessa Brink, Principal of 
Bergvliet Music Centre, which she called the “Four D’s” (Determination, Discipline, 

Diary and Develop). 

R E M I N D E R–  PA R E N T - T E A C H E R  I N T E R V I E W S  6  &  7  A P R I L  

By now you will have had a chance to glance over your child’s Term 1 Academic Report. Please diarise the 6th and 7th of 
April 2016, for your meeting with your class teacher to discuss what improvement can be put in place or what your child 

needs to do to sustain a great report.  



  BPS NEWS Issue 3  

My friend is….. 

My friend is like the flu 

Her joy and laughter are contagious. 

My friend is like a diary, 

A book in which to write secrets. 

 

My friend is like a tissue 

A shoulder to cry on when everything 

Seems to go wrong. 

 

My friend is like a rock, 

Extremely stubborn and refuses to be moved 

Once she has made her decision. 

 

Lauren Schuller  

Grade 7E 
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S C H O O L  G OV E R N I N G  B O DY—B Y  E L E C T I O N  6  &  7  A P R I L  2 0 1 6  

Creative Writing CLUB - looked at the use of metaphors and similies when writing poems this term. Here are two 

poems written by club members. 

Our Governing Body By—Election will take place on Wednesday 6 April, and Thursday 7 April 2016. The elec-
tions will run from 16:00—19:00 on both evenings.  Nomination forms are available from the School Office and 
parents may be nominated up until 16:00 on Tuesday 5 April. As you are aware, this body is a vital part of BPS 

and helps with good governance and sets policies for our school.   

My best friend 

 

My friend is an aeroplane 

She lifts me up when I am down 

 

She’s a sword, protecting me from danger. 

My friend is a butterfly, 

Who makes me smile when there’s a frown. 

 

My friend is a dog, 

My favourite loyal companion 

Who I’ll never forget. 

 

Rayanne Cattanach 

Grade 5 

T U G  O F  L I F E  C A M PA I G N—T E R M  1  R E P O R T   

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S–  A  N E W  A D D I T I O N  T O  T H E  B P S  FA M I L Y  

 

We wish to congratulate Mrs Alison Reay and her husband, Adam, on the birth 

of their son, Damian. Mom and baby are doing well. We wish the Reays every  

happiness with their bundle of joy. 

As we end the term we would like to reflect on what we have achieved in the Life Talk “Tug of Life” programme. The 

aim of the programme is firstly, to develop positive character traits in our learners. Secondly, we want to bully-proof 

all our children. And last but not least, we want to improve their self-esteem. In Term 1 the methodology was 

launched across the grades which created a platform for lively discussions and robust conversations. Our Grade Six 

and Seven learners discussed factors impacting upon their decision making, how to be aware of their Automatic  

Negative Thoughts and how to replace them with Creative Positive Responses. As we approach Term 2 we look 

forward to creating further opportunities for our children to embrace the value of Kindness by conducting various 

activities and experiences. 



 

E V E N T S—T E R M  1  

 

We’re on the web. 

www.bergvlietprimary.co.za 

WOOLWORTHS AND MY SCHOOL CARD:  
 
Thank you to all family and friends who continue to swipe their MYSCHOOL 
card and has BPS as a beneficiary. Every swipe helps BPS, no matter how 
big or small. If you need a new card, please contact  Mrs Bettie Shaban who 

will gladly assist in ensuring that you receive a card. 

  

Our Grade 6 & 7 Teams 
who participated in the 
Bergvliet High Mathematics   
Competition. Our Grade 7’s 
were placed 1st in the  
competition,  

 

 

The BPS Staff dressing up 
for the Soapbox Fun Day. 


